
LDB-1 Chip Upgrade Instructions 

 

It is very easy to upgrade the controller chip in your Delptronics LDB-1 Analog Drum Machine.  All you 

need is a small Philips head screwdriver and a small flat head screwdriver. 

 

1. Remove the four Philips head screws on the bottom of the unit, and remove the bottom cover. 

 

2. Remove the existing chip: 

a. Hold the unit in one hand, do not lay it on a table.   

b. Insert the tip of the flat head screwdriver between the chip and its socket.   

c. Gently press the screwdriver under the chip a little bit, then rock the screwdriver upwards a 

little bit so that the chip is lifted out of its socket a little bit.   

d. Repeat step C several times until the chip is loose. 

e. Pull the chip out and set it aside.  Do not mix it up with the new chip. 
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3. Insert the new chip. 

a. Gently set the new chip in the socket. 

b. Make sure it is oriented correctly.  There is a notch on one end of the chip. The notch faces the 

center of the circuit board (not the edge). 

c. Make sure that all of the pins (metal legs) of the chip are centered on the holes in the socket. 

d. Slowly but firmly press down on both ends of the chip simultaneously. 

e. Press it in a little bit and make sure that it is going in smoothly and that none of the pins are 

sticking out or getting bent. 

f. When fully inserted, the chip should sit flush with the socket.  Compare it to other chips on the 

circuit board to ensure it is seated properly. 

g. Make sure that you have not bent a pin of the chip during the insertion process.  If a pin is bent, 

remove the chip, straighten the pin with a needle nose pliers, and reinsert it.  Do not wiggle the 

pins or they could break off. 

 

4. Replace the bottom cover, and screw the four Philips head screws back in.  Do not over-tighten 

them. 

 

 

Note: Any data you may have saved is on the old controller chip.  

The patterns, songs, and options will all be reset to their defaults.   

There may be a three second pause the first time you turn on the LDB-1 after upgrading the 

controller chip.  This is normal. 

 


